
Assassination Of William McKinley  

(March 4, 1897 to September 14, 1901) 

 

         The assassination of President William 
McKinley was one of the worst tragedies of the 
nineteenth century. William McKinley was born 
in Niles, Ohio, on January twenty ninth eighteen 
forty three.  William McKinley was one of nine 
children of working class parents.  His father 
William McKinley who was an iron manufacture 
and his mother Nancy Campbell Allison McKinley. 

         There was little resemblance between the vivacious young woman 
who married William McKinley in January 1871.  A slender bride with sky blue 
eyes and fair skin and masses of auburn hair and the petulant invalid who 
moved into the White House with him in March 1897.  Now her face was pallid 
and drawn.  Her eyes were glazed with pain or dulled with sedative.  Only 
one thing had remained the same, love which had brightened early years 
of happiness and endured through more than twenty years of illness. 

        Ida Saxton had been born in Canton, Ohio, in 1847.  She was the 
elder daughter of a socially prominent and well to do family.  James A. Saxton, 
a banker, was indulgent to his two daughters.  He educated them will in 
local schools and a finishing school and then sent them to Europe on the 
grand tour.                                 

           Being pretty, fashionable, and a leader of the younger set in Canton did 
not satisfy Ida, so her broad-minded father suggested that she work in his bank. 
As a cashier she caught the attention of Maj. William McKinley, who had come 
to Canton in 1867 to establish a law practice, and they fell deeply in love.  

        While he advanced in his profession, his young wife devoted her time 
to home and husband. A daughter, Katherine, was born on Christmas Day, 
1871 and a second, in April 1873. This time Ida was seriously ill, and the frail 
baby died in August.  Phlebitis and epileptic seizures shattered the mother's 
health; and even before little Katie died in 1876, she was a confirmed invalid.   



        William McKinley was married to Ida Saxton (1848-1907), on January 
25, 1871.  He had two children Katherine McKinley (1871-1875) and Ida 
McKinley (1873).  William McKinley had several occupations.  He was a 
teacher, lawyer, with the United States House of Representatives (1877-1891) 
and was Governor of Ohio (1892-1896).   

        He was President from 1897-1901.  He had two terms in his time.  His 
first term was In view of the long agitation over the currency question that 
had come to a climax in the campaign of 1896, it was ironic that foreign 
policy dominated the new administration. McKinley entered office with no 
clear foreign policy but was determined to solve the Cuban question as an issue 
in American political life. 

        Inaugurated a second time on March 4, 1901, McKinley looked forward to 
a new term focused on domestic rather than foreign policies. Early in 
September, he appeared at the Pan-American Exposition in Buffalo to make an 
important speech on America's world role. On September 6 an anarchist named 
Leon Czolgosz shot him during a public reception in the Temple of Music. Despite 
early hopes for his recovery, McKinley died on Sept. 14, 1901, in Buffalo. 
After elaborate obsequies, including widespread mourning abroad, his body 
was interred in Canton and then moved to a splendid new memorial building 
in 1907.   
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